THE  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  PLAYS
Before leaving he had been married to a young
woman with whom he had been brought up, and
who had herself been most active in bringing about
the marriage.
Matrimonial troubles are associated with both
his travels abroad and his return home.
This is as near to autobiography as a dramatist
could permit himself to go.
Mr. Allen writes:
That Oxford is Bertram in the comedy, as surely
as he is the Prince of Denmark in the tragedy, the
opening lines of All's Well at once indicate.
COUNTESS. In delivering my son from me, I bury a
second husband.
BERTRAM. And in going. Madam, I weep o'er my
father's death anew; but I must attend His
Majesty's command, to whom I am now in ward,
evermore in subjection.
Here you have not merely the "second husband"
motive, in the King's relation to the Countess, but
also a young royal ward, her son, weeping anew
his father's death precisely as Oxford had done,
when, as ward of Queen Elizabeth, he also "mourned
a parent lost."
Act III, ii, above quoted, opens with the
following significant dialogue:
CLOWN. By my troth, I take the young lord (Bertram)
to be a very melancholy man.
COURT. By what observance, I pray you?
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